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GRETTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of Gretton Annual Parish Meeting held in Gretton Village Hall at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 8th May 2019 and followed immediately by the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council. 
 
Present: Cllr’s Linda Clifford, Richard Green, John Hurley (Chairman) and Terry Nixon. Jackie 
Shields (Clerk), TB Cllrs Jim Mason, John Murphy and David Grey and 3 parishioners. 

 
1. The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th May 2018. 
The minutes of the meeting, having been previously circulated, were agreed as a true record 
and signed. 
 
2. Report of the Chairman of Gretton Parish Council 2018/2019. 
This is a time to reflect not just on our last year but on the whole span of our four year term. I 
would like to start by thanking all those Councillors who have given their time and effort to the 
work of the Council, to Geoff Hanson who as the vice-chair has been a source of constant 
support and good sense, to Fred Wood, Pat Andrews and Peter Marriott who all stepped down 
during this term but who have served the village well over a long period, and to Terry Nixon, 
Dick Green and Linda Clifford who have joined us through co-option and have already made 
their mark through their voluntary efforts for the village. We have begun to work well as a 
team and I am pleased that the village has such confidence in its Parish Council that it has 
returned us all unopposed in the recent election. 
 
From the start of this Council cycle we developed a four year plan largely prompted by the 
need to control speeding traffic, but also to enhance the village environment. This started to 
come to fruition in the last year with installation of the gates at the Winchcombe end of the 
village and the overhaul of the Village Green. More work remains to be done, particularly at the 
Alderton end of the village but I am pleased that these collaborative efforts by the Council and 
members of the village community have yielded such satisfactory results. 
 
Such visible projects constitute only the tip of the amount of work that is undertaken by 
members dealing with day to day issues arising in the village, ranging from maintaining 
effective surface water drainage, liaising with County Highways over road and pavement issues, 
the future of bus links, the installation of inappropriately tall LED lighting and its modification, 
maintaining the defribulator and training people in its use, to looking after the war memorial. 
In this work we are pleased with the involvement from the village community where for 
example the village clean up day was exceptionally well supported and yielded a mountain of 
carelessly discarded rubbish.  
 
Planning continues to consume Council time. Whilst most applications are non controversial 
and small scale improvements or tree maintenance constituting the major workload we have 
dealt with one application which does have a serious potential impact on the village and which 
for the Parish Council has raised issues about how it was dealt with by Tewkesbury Borough 
Council. We were also concerned that TBC cut us out of the loop on planning developments at 
the Bugatti and we are currently trying to get confirmation that a pavement will be created in 
front of the new stone wall which seems to have slipped away as an obligation on the 
developer. TBC has not answered our letters on this point.  
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Beyond these issues carried over from the last council cycle it is time to look forward. The four 
year plan came out of the consultation which was held with the village in the previous cyle and 
we have committed ourselves to consulting on our immediate plans to enhance the village 
environment. Beyond this we perhaps now need to consider our vision for the future of the 
village and go back to the community to ask them how they envisage its evolution. For example 
is the school fit for purpose, do we see it as an essential part of our community, is it correctly 
located?  
 
To continue our work the Council set its precept at £9575 a rise of 1.99% which keeps our Band 
D precept under £1 per week.  
 
I would like to thank our new clerk Jacqui Shields who has now settled in and got used to our 
quaint ways. I look forward to the coming council cycle where there is much to achieve. 
 
John Hurley 
Chair, May 2019 
 

3. Summary of the Parish Council accounts for the year ending 31st March 2019. 
Summary was presented to the meeting, enc. 
 
4. Report from the Gloucestershire County Councillor. 

It has been another busy year as your county councillor. I have finally got my feet under the 
table as the cabinet member for adult social care commissioning which, together with 
continuing to represent you all as my constituents, has made for pretty much a full time job. 
But, of course, no one minds hard work when it is enjoyable, and my work over the last couple 
of years has certainly been that, if not on occasions slightly fraught! 
My work with social care and the NHS has been particularly rewarding. Our programme to keep 
as many elderly residents and those with learning disabilities in their own homes for as long as 
possible continues apace. Not only is home the right place for people, so keeping them there 
for as long as possible is best for their own welfare, and it also saves the council millions of 
pounds every year which can be spent on other vital services. Indeed, this work has helped to 
enable Gloucestershire to remain in good financial health, unlike some of our shire county 
peers which we have all heard about in recent months that are going through parlous financial 
times. 
I have been working closely as well with our local NHS to integrate our health and social care 
services across the county. As a result of our excellent relations, we were awarded by 
government last year Integrated Care status, which allows us to progress faster towards a 
unified system. I have also been working as Chair of the county-wide Health and Wellbeing 
Board to improve the wellbeing of all, but particularly to remove health inequalities in the 
county. 
The administration in Gloucester is also working to help shape the long term future of the 
county, by planning a vision for our children and grandchildren as a wealthy, healthy place to 
live and work. This thinking has been brought together in ‘Vision 2050’, which was published in 
the autumn and is well worth a read. 
Locally, I continue to work to ensure our area receives its share of the county cake. We had to 
endure major road works on Cleeve Hill in the autumn as the road was prevented from slipping 
down the hill. The road was resurfaced there, and the plan is to resurface the whole of the road 
over Cleeve Hill this year as part of the county’s £150 million plan for our roads. Lately, we have 
had to deal with the failure of the railway bridge at Stanton, which will lead to traffic light 
control there for many months to come.  
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I continue to have money available in the fund I referred to last year, the Community Wellbeing 
Fund, which provides councillors £30,000 over three years to enable community led 
organisations and charities across the area fund projects that will help their local communities. 
This fund will be in addition to the usual discretionary fund towards local highways 
improvements. If you know of organisations who may benefit from such funding, do please get 
in touch.    
Of course, as ever, if there are any other issues you wish to raise or problems that arise, please 
email me on roger.wilson@gloucestershire.gov.uk or by phone on 07947 067051. 

 
5. Report from Tewkesbury Borough Councillors 
 
6. Written reports from Gretton Village organisations and community groups 
 
7. Questions from the Floor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


